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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

395

Name(s) of African providing account:

Síse = John Cole

Date account recorded:

1854

Date account first published:

1854

Date of entry creation:

22 September 2021

Source:
Account printed on p. 12 of S. W. Koelle, Polyglotta Africana. London: Church
Missionary House, Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, 1854.
Comments:
Koelle’s remarks (p. 12) –
“Banorr is almost a days' journey from 'Ntar, the Bagba capital, and three days from the large
river Debe, also called Riba, in the Rifom country. Bagba is situated west of Bandsombu, with a
different language, and of Barrkumbo, also with a different language;
East of Badsad, with the same language. It is also one day’s journey from Barrkorr, with the
same language; one from Bandsembi, with a different language; two days from Babu, with a
different language; two days from Bako, also with a different language. During his transportation
to the sea, Sise passed through Bamum, Besin, Mbuwan. Banyarr, Bandaa, Ntontu, Mberekarr,
‘Afu, Koangbar, Mbeson, Kalaba. On the river Riba, which comes from Bansa, and goes to
Bamborrgo, and is not fordable on foot even in the dry season, there is a small tribe of people,
only from three to five feet in height, called ‘Betsar,’ who are most successful hunters. They get
their cloth from the Nsor-tree by beating it flat and then drying it. They have long beards, and the
hair on their head it about as long as a man’s hand. They are a very peaceable people, never
making war and live entirely on the produce of the chase, sometimes exchanging their venison
for millet, &c., in the Rufum country. They do not cultivate the ground, but are constantly on the
move, changing their abode every six or twelve months. Their houses can be easily built, taken
down, and even carried along with them, consisting as they do, of the bark of a large tree. The
Betsarr hunt monkeys, baboons, wild hogs, deer, elephants, &c.”

Text of Account:
p. 12
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“Bagba.*-- From Sise, or John Cole, of Gloucester, born in the hamlet of Banjon, where he grew
up and remained till about thirty years of age, when was taken in a war against the Tebale, who
had come from afar on horses, and had conquered many countries, spreading terror before them
on account of their poisoned weapons, by the mere touch of which they killed their enemies. He
has been in Sierra Leone fifteen years, with now only one countrywoman remaining, whereas at
first there were eight of them.”
* Referring to the language spoken by Sise.

(See scanned facsimiles below.)
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